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AUTHORISATION UNDER SECTION 53 OF THE PLANNING ACT 2008 
 

APPLICANT Medworth CHP Limited 

PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT Medworth Energy from Waste Combined Heat and 
Power Facility 

LAND The land shown edged red on the plan reference at 
Annex 1, forming part of Land Registry Title Number 
NK283840 (parcel 5) 

DATE OF APPLICATION FOR 
SECTION 53 AUTHORISATION 

The £1,609 fee (per application) payable in respect of 
the Authorisation Request was received by the 
Planning Inspectorate (the Inspectorate) 09 February 
2021) 

1. AUTHORISATION 
1. The terms used in this Authorisation and its Annexes are defined in Annex 2. 

 
2. In exercise of the power conferred by section 53(1) of the Planning Act 2008, the 

Secretary of State authorises the Applicant and any Authorised Persons to enter the Land 
in order to carry out the Activities. 

 
3. This Authorisation is GRANTED: 

 
(1) solely for the Authorisation Period detailed (Annex 3); 

 
(2) subject to compliance with the Conditions (which are necessary to protect the 

Landowner’s and Occupier’s legitimate interests) (Annex 3) 
 

(3) Solely for the purpose of undertaking the Activities in connection with the proposed 
application for the Proposed Development (Annex 4). 

 
 

4. This Authorisation to enter the Land does not obviate the need for the Applicant to 
obtain any other statutory licences or consents or to comply with any other statutory 
requirements in relation to the Activities. 

 
 
The Planning Inspectorate 
 
For and on behalf of the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local 
Government 
Wednesday 09 June 2021 
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AUTHORISATION UNDER SECTION 53 OF THE PLANNING ACT 2008 
 

2. STATEMENT OF REASONS 

This Authorisation has been given in response to a request to enter the land under section 53 (s53) 
of the Planning Act 2008 (PA2008) in respect of a proposed Nationally Significant Infrastructure 
Project (NSIP), Medworth Energy from Waste Combined Heat and Power Facility (‘the Proposed 
Development’). 

Authorisation to enter the Land forming part of Land Registry Title number NK283840 (parcel 5) 
(the Land) was requested in a letter from the Applicant dated 09 February 2021. The Land is owned 
by James Arthur Wiffen of , Walsoken, Wisbech, Cambs,  (freehold) 
(the Landowner).  

The Proposed Development is referred to within the s53 Authorisation Request dated 09 February 
2021 as comprising an Energy from Waste ("EfW") Combined Heat and Power ("CHP") facility, a 
CHP connection, grid connection, access improvements and temporary construction compound(s) 
(the "Proposed Development"). The proposed CHP connection would run up the disused railway 
line, known as the 'Bramley' Line as far as the Nestle factory. The proposed grid connection will 
be a 132kV connection, running east of Wisbech and continuing north to Walpole to the substation. 
It is proposed that the Proposed Development would be capable of handling approximately 523,500 
tonnes of non-recyclable waste per annum.  

The Applicant states that the Proposed Development is an NSIP because it meets the criteria set 
out in s15 of the PA2008 for energy generating stations: 

(1) The Proposed Development will be a generating station with a capacity of more than 50 
megawatts and it therefore constitutes a nationally significant infrastructure project 
pursuant to section 15(2) of the Planning Act 2008. 

The Applicant requested entry to carry out non-intrusive ecological and walkover surveys to 
determine what infrastructure may be placed in this location. The Applicant sought rights of entry 
for a period of 12 months in order to undertake surveys during seasonal survey windows. 

In determining the Applicant’s request for authorisation under s53 of the PA2008, the Inspectorate 
has had regard to the relevant legislation, guidance and advice, in addition to the Applicant’s 
Authorisation Request and the exchange of correspondence between the Inspectorate and the 
relevant parties. 

The Inspectorate has considered the non-intrusive surveys requested and considers that the 
surveys are consistent with the context and nature of the Proposed Development and that the 
Authorisation Request therefore relates to the surveying and taking levels or in order to facilitate 
compliance with the provisions mentioned in subsection s53(1A) of the PA2008. 

The Inspectorate has considered the Applicant’s description of the NSIP and considers that for the 
purposes of the s53 decision that s53(1)(b) applies in respect of the Authorisation Request in that 
it relates to “a proposed application for an order granting development consent”.  

In considering whether the project is a distinct project of real substance, genuinely requiring entry 
onto land, the Inspectorate has taken into account the Applicant’s pre-application engagement, 
including its request for a scoping opinion and considers that this demonstrates that it is a distinct 
project of real substance. As highlighted above the Inspectorate is satisfied that the surveys 
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requested would genuinely require entry onto land and are consistent with the location and nature 
of the Proposed Development. The Inspectorate therefore considers that the Applicant has satisfied 
s53(2) of the PA2008 and subject to the considerations below, authorisation may be given in 
respect of the authorisation request.  

In considering whether the Applicant has been unreasonably refused access to the land, the 
Inspectorate has considered the Applicant’s correspondence log provided in the application [APL-
001] dated 09 February 2021 and additional information [APL-003] dated 27 April 2021 in relation 
to Land Parcel 5.  

This provides evidence that negotiations between the Applicant and Landowner for voluntary 
access were initially progressing from 13 August 2020 until 10 November 2020, at which point the 
Landowner indicated a refusal to grant voluntary access due to opposition to the Proposed 
Development, with no correspondence or further negotiation from the landowner noted after this 
date.  

The Inspectorate therefore considers that contact had been made between the Applicant and the 
Landowner but that the Landowner had not attempted to engage in voluntary access negotiations. 
The Inspectorate considers that the Applicant has demonstrated reasonable efforts to obtain 
permission to enter the Land by agreement with the Landowner over a period of months and 
through repeated efforts to engage in a voluntary access agreement and that the evidence 
presented constitutes an unreasonable refusal.  

The Authorisation Request is therefore granted in respect of non-intrusive surveys for the 
Authorisation Period subject to the conditions attached to this authorisation notice. The 
Authorisation Period requested by the Applicant is 12 months. The Inspectorate notes that the 
Applicant has requested that this continues beyond the point of submission of an application for 
development consent to enable survey to capture the full seasonal survey period. The Inspectorate 
notes that s53 of the PA2008 does not set specific time limits on surveys and is satisfied based on 
the justification provided that a full 12-month period may be authorised. 

Entry to the Land under s53 of the PA2008 is authorised provided that any actions undertaken in 
connection with the Activities will not constitute an offence in themselves; and subject to all 
necessary consents (if any) in relation to carrying out the activities having first been obtained. 

The Inspectorate notes that no Crown Land has been identified, therefore s54 does not apply.  

 
The Planning Inspectorate 
 
For and on behalf of the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local 
Government 
 
Wednesday 09 June 2021 
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AUTHORISATION UNDER SECTION 53 OF THE PLANNING ACT 2008 
 

ANNEX 1 TO THE AUTHORISATION – THE LAND 
 

• Drawing J0038760-21-06, dated 13 January 2021



 

 V

 

Tr
ac

k

Tr
ac

k

A4
7

77

Paradise

8

Farm

Old Gat e
House

65

9

81

62

Home e a

Grange

Whi ehouse

The

BROADEND ROAD

2

Paradise

73

The L lacs

74

6

Claybro oke
Park

LB

E
l S

ub
 S

t a

36

48

4

Turpitt's
Field

BROADEND ROAD

E ectr c ty
D str ibut io n
S te

Tr
ac

k

8

2

5

Track

Builde rs Yard

Mast
(Tele com mu nicatio n)

A4
7

Kenne s

rack

Sibley Field

Maipop
Farm

A4
7

Pa
ra

d s
e

Ho
us

e

Parad se Farm

The Bunga ow

BI
G

G
S 

R
O

A
D

Lark Field

App ewood

18

26

Hawthorns

1

2

BU
RR

ET
TG

AT
E

RO
AD

1
9

3

El Sub  St a

2

Nursery

G
A

O
A

14

El Sub

ET
L

Sta
Depot

 

FB

A4
7

Track

2.1 m

2.1 m

2. m

2 7 m

1.5 m

1.5 m

Drain

Drain

Dra n

Drain

Dra n

Dr
ain

Drain

Dr
ain

Dr
ain

Dra n

Dr
a n

Dr
ain

Dr
a n

Pon d

Drain

Drai
n

Dr
ain

Pond

Dr
ain

Dr
ainDr

ain

Pond

Pon ds

Drain

Drain

Dr
ain

Drain

Drain

Drain

Drain

Drai
n

Drain

Drain

Drain

Pon d

Dra n

Drain

Dr
ain

Dra n

Dr
a n

Drain

Dr
ain

Drain

Drain

Drain

Drain

Dr
ain

Drain

Drain

D

Drain

Drain

D

Ponds

Dra n

Drain Drain
Pon d

© Crown Copyright and database rights 2021 OS 100004458

Client:

Project:

Title:

Scale: Date: 13 January 2021

Drawn by: JJF Dwg no:

@A3

MVV Environment Ltd
Medworth Energy from Waste
CHP Facility
Wiffen - S.53 Plan

1:5000

J0038750-21-05

Map Centre 548,901  309,547
Path: M:\Land Assembly Services\04 Live Projects\J0038750 - Medworth\03 Technical\03 Documents\000270 - S53 Plans\J0038750-21-05 Wiffen S 53 - Land Parcel 5.mxd

0 50 100 150

Metres
#

!N

Two Snow Hill, Birmingham, B4 6GA

carterjonas.co ukLegend
Land to which Access is Sought

Land Parcels & Title Numbers
Land Parcel 5 - NK283840



Page 1 Of Annex 2 
 

AUTHORISATION UNDER SECTION 53 OF THE PLANNING ACT 2008 
 

ANNEX 2 TO THE AUTHORISATION – TERMS AND DEFINITIONS 
 

A2.1 Interpretation 
 

The following words and expressions shall, unless otherwise stated, have the 
following meanings 

 
“Activities” means the activities described in Annex 4 of this Authorisation 

but excluding intrusive surveys 

"Applicant" means Medworth CHP Limited (Company registration 
13130012), of Devonport EfW CHP Facility, Creek Road, 
Plymouth, PL5 1FL 

“Application" means the application pursuant to section 53 of the Planning 
Act 2008 made by the Applicant in respect of the Land in a letter 
dated 09 February 2021 to the Secretary of State 

"Authorisation" means the authorisation granted by the Secretary of State 
pursuant to the Application 

“Authorisation Date” the date of the Authorisation 

“Authorisation Period” a period of 12 months from the Authorisation Date to the 
Expiry Date (both dates inclusive); 

The “Authorisation  
Request” 

The authorisation request comprises the documents supplied 
by the Applicant in its letter dated 09 February 2021, amended 
by the following further information: 

• Response dated 27 April 2021 to the Inspectorate’s 
request for further information dated 12 April 2021. 

“Authorised Persons" means the Applicant and any persons authorised by the Applicant 
to carry out the Authorised Surveys 

“Authorised Non-Intrusive 
Surveys” 

means Environmental or other EIA Surveys (As detailed in Annex 
4) but excluding those listed as intrusive surveys 

"Conditions" the schedule of conditions set out in Annex 3. 

“Expiry Date” 09 June 2022 (Inclusive) 

“Group Company” means any company which is a member of the same group as the 
Licensee or a company formed as a joint venture company owned 
by the Licensee or a member of the same group. For the purposes 
of this definition the group means the Licensee, any company of 
which the Licensee is a subsidiary (its holding company), any 
other subsidiary of that holding company and any company which 
is a subsidiary of the Licensee and the terms “subsidiary” and 
“holding company” having the meanings set out in section 1159 
Companies Act 2006 
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“the Land” means the land and buildings identified in Applicant provided 
drawing included in Annex 1 of the Authorisation comprising part 
of the freehold property (edged in red) registered at the Land 
Registry with title under title numbers NK283840 (parcel 5)  

“Landowner” means James Arthur Wiffen of  41 Burrettgate Road, Walsoken, 
Wisbech, Cambs PE14 7BM or other registered proprietor at the 
Land Registry for the time being of the Land 

“Necessary Consents” means all permits, consents, licences, permissions, certificates, 
authorisations and approvals whether of a public or private 
nature which are required to carry out the Survey Activities 

“Notice” Means not less than 14 days written notice of any intended entry 
to carry out an authorised survey or any lesser period that may 
from time to time be agreed in writing by the person on whom 
the notice is to be served 

“PA2008” the Planning Act 2008 

“Permitted Hours” 8am – 6pm Monday to Friday (save for nocturnal surveys, the 
timings of which to be agreed by both parties acting reasonably) 

“Plan” means the plan included in Annex 1 of this Licence labelled Plan 
A1 

“Proposed Development” means the proposed Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project, 
being the Medworth Energy from Waste Combined Heat and 
Power facility 

“Working Day” means a day other than a Saturday or Sunday or public holiday 
in England 

“Working Hours” means the period 8am to 6pm unless by specific prior notification 
to the landowner for the purposes of ecological surveys 
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AUTHORISATION UNDER SECTION 53 OF THE PLANNING ACT 2008 
 
 

ANNEX 3 TO THE AUTHORISATION – SCHEDULE OF CONDITIONS 
A3.1 General – Non - Intrusive Surveys 

 

1. Entry onto the Land is authorised only: 

(a) for the Authorised Non-Intrusive Surveys;  

(b) for the purposes of surveying the Land and to facilitate compliance with the 
Environmental Impact Assessment Directive, the Habitats Directive or any 
European Union instrument or UK legislation which replaces all or any part of these 
Directives;  

(c) on Working Days;  

(d) during Working Hours (unless for the purpose of carrying out Authorised Non-
Intrusive Surveys for the presence of bats and common birds); and 

(e) for a period of twelve months from and including the Authorisation Date 
 

2. No Authorised Persons shall enter the Land otherwise than in accordance with the 
Authorisation and Conditions. 

3. The Authorised Persons’ right of entry onto the Land pursuant to the Authorisation shall 
immediately cease forthwith if any Authorised Persons are in breach of the Authorisation 
or any of these Conditions subject to which the Authorisation is given. 

4. These Conditions subject to which the Authorisation is given are in addition to the 
provisions of s53 of the PA 2008 and for the avoidance of doubt if there is any conflict 
between the Conditions and the s53 provisions the latter shall prevail. 

5. The Landowner retains control, possession and management of the Land and no 
Authorised Persons have the right to exclude the Landowner from the Land. However, 
when the Land is in use for the purposes of the Authorised Non-Intrusive Surveys access 
to the Land by the Landowners may be temporarily restricted for the health and safety 
reasons. This exclusion is to be agreed in advance with the landowner with at least 14 
days’ notice. 

6. Entry onto the Land is authorised only: 

(a) provided the activities undertaken in connection with the Authorised Non-Intrusive 
Survey(s) will not constitute an offence in themselves; and 

(b) subject to all necessary consents (if any) in relation to carrying out the Authorised 
Non-Intrusive Survey(s) having first been obtained. 

 
 

A3.2 Notice of entry – Non - Intrusive Surveys 

7. Before entering onto the Land to carry out an Authorised Non-Intrusive Survey the 
Authorised Persons must give Notice to the Landowners, such Notice to include the 
following:  

(a) details of:  



Page 2 of Annex 3 
 

i. the areas of the Authorised Non-Intrusive Surveys; 

ii. type of the Authorised Non-Intrusive Surveys; 

iii. purpose of the Authorised Non-Intrusive Surveys; 

iv. timing of the Authorised Non-Intrusive Surveys including the date or dates 
when entry to the Land is required to carry out the Authorised Non-Intrusive 
Surveys and the period of time for which entry to the Land is required; 

v. details of access routes to the Authorised Non-Intrusive Survey site;  

vi. a risk assessment & method statement in relation to the Authorised Non-
Intrusive Survey activities; and 

vii. details of the type and nature of any equipment and apparatus to be left on the 
Land (if applicable). 

(b) the name and contact details of any Authorised Person who is authorised by the 
Applicant to enter the Land to carry out the Authorised Non-Intrusive Surveys.  

(c) contact details (including telephone number) of the Authorised Person who will 
have management responsibilities for undertaking the Authorised Non-Intrusive 
Surveys. 

 
 

A3.3 Carrying out the Activities – Non - Intrusive Surveys 

8. In undertaking any Authorised Non-Intrusive Survey, the Authorised Person is to:  

(a) give the Landowner not less than 14 days prior written notice of its intention to 
access the Land and carry out the Authorised Non-Intrusive Surveys (unless the 
Landowner agrees to a shorter notice period acting reasonably or except in an 
emergency where no notice will be required); 

(b) procure that the Authorised Non-Intrusive Surveys are carried out:  

i. with the skill, care and diligence as is reasonably expected of skilled, 
competent and properly qualified persons undertaking surveys on projects 
of similar size, scope and complexity; 

ii. with regard to the safety and well-being of any livestock on the Land;  

iii. with regard to encountering and avoiding causing the spread of any invasive 
flora or fauna; and 

iv. with regard to potential pollution to land or water. 

 

(c) not impede in any way the Landowner or any occupier of the Land or their 
employees or agents in the exercise of the Landowner's rights of possession and 
control of the Land save as is reasonably necessary in order to carry out the 
Authorised Non-Intrusive Surveys or for the purpose of retaining any apparatus, 
equipment, machinery, temporary structures or materials; 

(d) not do any act, matter or thing which would or might constitute a breach of any 
law (including without limitation common law) statute, regulation, rule, order, 
byelaw or notice which would or might vitiate in whole or in part any insurance 
effected by or on behalf of the Landowner in respect of the land from time to time; 

(e) at all times to take all measures as are reasonably necessary to maintain the same 
level of security in respect of the Land which would exist but for the undertaking 
of the Authorised Non-Intrusive Survey(s) including leaving all gates as found;  

(f) not to cause any nuisance, disturbance, annoyance, inconvenience or unreasonable 
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interference to the Landowner or to adjoining and/or neighbouring property and/or 
to the owners occupiers or users of such adjoining and/or neighbouring property 
other than to the extent reasonably necessary to carry out the Authorised Non-
Intrusive Survey(s);  

(g) not display any signs or notices at the Land other than those required pursuant to 
statute; 

(h) not interfere with the existing use of the Land other than to the extent reasonably 
necessary to carry out the Authorised Non-Intrusive Survey(s);  

(i) contact the Landowner when leaving the Land or otherwise as agreed in advance 
with the landowner(s) or occupier(s);  

(j) observe the Landowner’s reasonable health and safety policies and site rules 
previously notified to the Authorised Persons in writing provided that such policies 
and rules shall not prevent the carrying out of the Authorised Non-Intrusive 
Survey(s); 

(k) observe the Landowner’s reasonable working methods and exclusion zones as 
notified to the Authorised Persons in writing by the Landowners and in accordance 
with the usual terms of the Landowner’s leases/deeds of easement. 

(l) cause as little damage as is possible and shall upon completion of the final 
Authorised Non-Intrusive Survey(s), or if earlier on the expiry of the Authorisation, 
make good any damage caused to the reasonable satisfaction of the Landowner 
and remove any apparatus or equipment taken on to the Land by the Authorised 
person in connection with the Authorised Non-Intrusive Survey(s) on completion 
of the same. 

 
A3.4 Equipment – Non - Intrusive Surveys 

9. Authorised Persons may leave monitoring apparatus and equipment in place until 
completion of the Authorised Non-Intrusive Surveys or if earlier the expiry of the 
Authorisation Period and shall forthwith thereafter remove any such apparatus or 
equipment. 

 
A3.5 Insurance – Non - Intrusive Surveys 

10. The Applicant shall:  

(a) subject to provision of written evidence of such requirements, pay on demand the 
reasonable and proper cost of any additional insurance premiums payable by the 
Landowner which may have become payable as a result of the Authorisation; and 

(b) ensure that those who work on its behalf hold suitable and adequate insurance in 
respect of public and third-party liability and, if requested by the Landowner, 
provide proof of said insurance to the Landowner prior to carrying out the 
Authorised Non-Intrusive Surveys. 
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AUTHORISATION UNDER SECTION 53 OF THE PLANNING ACT 2008 
 

ANNEX 4 TO THE AUTHORISATION – SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES 
 

A4.1 Interpretation 

The schedule of activities appended to this Authorisation is the full schedule of activities for all 
land parcels to which the Applicant has sought access. The schedule identifies the specific 
activities that apply to each land parcel. This Authorisation only relates to the activities identified 
for land parcel 5 as identified in Annex 1. 
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Medworth Energy from Waste Combined Heat and Power Facility: Application pursuant to s53 of the Planning Act 2008- 
Schedule of Authorised Activities 

 
A4.2 Detailed Non-Intrusive Survey Requirements– Parcel 5 

 
Parcel 
Number 

Survey Type Duration Days Provisional 
Dates 

Activities Survey Methodology 
Description 

Surveyors 

5 Extended Phase 
1 survey 

Single visit 
lasting 
approximately 
0.5 day. 
 
Per parcel 
number 

April and 
May 

Survey to record habitats 
present on site and 
signs/evidence of target 
species for the purpose of the 
ecological impact assessment 

Walkover survey using 
observation only. Results 
recorded in field note books/maps 
or using a tablet device. 

2 surveyors accessing the land 
on foot but with access off the 
highway for the parking of one 
motor car. 

5 Reptile survey 9 visits. 
Breakdown - 1 
mobilisation visit 
(i.e. placement 
of artificial 
refugia), 1 
demobilisation 
visit (i.e. 
collection of 
artificial refugia) 
and up to 7 
survey visits. 
Maximum 
duration of a 
single visit to be 
1 day. 
 
Per parcel 
number 
 

April to 
September 
inclusive 

Survey to record 
presence/absence of reptiles 
for the purpose of the 
ecological impact assessment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Distribution of artificial refugia and 
direct observation within all 
habitats suitable for reptiles (as 
identified during the Extended 
Phase 1 survey). Regular visits 
made to monitor the artificial 
refugia. Reptile records kept 
within a field note book/map or on 
a tablet device. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2 surveyors accessing the land 
on foot but with access off the 
highway for the parking of one 
motor car. 
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Parcel 
Number 

Survey Type Duration Days Provisional 
Dates 

Activities Survey Methodology 
Description 

Surveyors 

5 Otter / Water 
Vole survey 

Four survey 
visits of 0.5 day 
per visit across a 
maximum of a 
12 month period. 
 
Per parcel 
number 

April 
onwards 

Survey to record 
presence/absence of otter and 
water vole for the purpose of 
the ecological impact 
assessment and to determine 
the requirement for a 
European Protected Species 
(otter) or CL31 (water vole) 
licence. 

Walkover survey using 
observation only (requirement 
determined by Extended Phase 1 
survey).  

2 surveyors accessing the land 
on foot but with access off the 
highway for the parking of one 
motor car. 

5 Great Crested 
Newt eDNA 
survey 

One visit of 0.5 
day. 
 
Per parcel 
number 

April to June 
(inclusive) 

Survey to establish the 
presence/absence of Great 
Crested Newt for the purpose 
of the ecological impact 
assessment and to determine 
the requirement for a 
European Protected Species 
licence. 

Water sample (less than 0.5 litres) 
taken and processed from 
suitable ponds and ditches 
(requirement determined by 
Extended Phase 1 survey). 

2 surveyors accessing the land 
on foot but with access off the 
highway for the parking of one 
motor car. 

5 Great Crested 
Newt survey 

Four surveys of 
0.5 day per visit 
(one survey will 
include visits at 
dusk and 
following dawn). 
Further two visits 
of 0.5 per visit if 
GCN are 
present. 
Per parcel 
number 

April to  
June 
(inclusive) 

If GCN presence confirmed by 
eDNA survey, follow up survey 
to estimate population size of 
Great Crested Newt for the 
purpose of the ecological 
impact assessment and to 
determine the requirement for 
a European Protected Species 
licence. 

Deployment of bottle traps within 
waterbodies, visual search for 
evidence of breeding GCN 
including eggs and a search for 
individuals using torchlight and 
under natural refugia. Survey to 
take place after sunset. Collection 
of bottle traps on the following 
morning. 
 

2 surveyors accessing the land 
on foot but with access off the 
highway for the parking of one 
motor car. 
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Parcel 
Number 

Survey Type Duration Days Provisional 
Dates 

Activities Survey Methodology 
Description 

Surveyors 

5 Badger survey One to four visits 
each lasting up 
to 0.5 days with 
up to four weeks 
of survey should 
a sett be 
identified and 
have the 
potential to be 
disturbed by 
proposed 
construction 
works 
 
Per parcel 
number 

Year round Initial survey to identify 
presence/absence of badger.  
If present and if there is 
potential for a sett to be 
disturbed by proposed 
construction works, 
subsequent survey to include 
bait marking and camera 
trapping may be required to 
establish population size. 

Walkover site visit using 
observation only. If presence 
indicated regular visits to set 
down marked bait and recover 
and to set up camera traps. 

2 surveyors accessing the land 
on foot but with access off the 
highway for the parking of one 
motor car. 

5 Bat Activity 
surveys 
 
(hand held 
detectors) 

Monthly visits. 
Each visit lasting 
approximately 
0.5 a day. 
 
Per parcel 
number 

March to 
October 
(inclusive) 

Survey to record level of bat 
activity for the purpose of the 
ecological impact assessment 
and to determine the 
requirement for a European 
Protected Species licence. 

Walkover survey using hand-held 
bat detection equipment 
(requirement determined by 
Extended Phase 1 survey). 
Results recorded in field note 
books/maps and as digital sound 
files (recording echo location 
frequencies).  Surveys to take 
place around dawn and dusk. 

2 surveyors accessing the land 
on foot but with access off the 
highway for the parking of one 
motor car. 

5 Bat Activity 
surveys 
 
(static detectors) 

Fortnightly visits 
to change 
batteries.  
Approximately 
0.5 day per visit. 
 
Per parcel 
number 

March to 
October 
(inclusive) 

Survey to record level of bat 
activity for the purpose of the 
ecological impact assessment 
and to determine the 
requirement for a European 
Protected Species licence. 

Placement of static bat detectors 
(size of a small lunch box, 
attached to trees/fences etc. 
using cable ties) in strategic 
locations (requirement determined 
by Extended Phase 1). These 
detectors automatically record bat 
echo location calls. 

2 surveyors accessing the land 
on foot but with access off the 
highway for the parking of one 
motor car. 
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Parcel 
Number 

Survey Type Duration Days Provisional 
Dates 

Activities Survey Methodology 
Description 

Surveyors 

5 Bat tree and 
building roost 
surveys 

Up to two visits 
to each suitable 
tree for ground 
or climbing 
inspections. One 
visit per building 
(external 
inspection only if 
required).  
Approximately 
0.5 day per visit. 
Per parcel 
number 

March to 
October 
(inclusive) 

Survey to record 
presence/absence of bat 
roost(s) for the purpose of the 
ecological impact assessment 
and to determine the 
requirement for a European 
Protected Species licence. 

Observation of trees and buildings 
from ground level or for trees, via 
climbing using binoculars and/or 
an endoscope (requirement 
determined by Extended Phase 1 
survey). Follow up surveys, as 
required, with hand-held bat 
detectors and infra-red cameras 
to determine emergence or re-
entry of bats.   

2 surveyors accessing the land 
on foot but with access off the 
highway for the parking of one 
motor car. 

5 Construction 
access survey 

Up to three visits 
to identify 
potential routes 
for construction 
and operational 
access from the 
highway to and 
along the grid 
connection 
corridor. Each 
visit of up to 0.5 
day.  
Per parcel 
number 

March 
onwards 

Survey to identify and confirm 
construction and operational 
access from the highway to 
and along the grid connection 
corridor. 

Walkover survey to identify the 
most appropriate route to access 
the grid corridor from the highway.  
Visits to consider the adequacy of 
existing tracks and requirement 
for any access improvements, 
ditch crossings and any new 
openings within field boundaries 
to facilitate access.  Visual 
inspection survey only.  Results to 
be recorded as field notes and 
photographs. 

2 surveyors accessing the land 
on foot but with access off the 
highway for the parking of one 
motor car. 

5 Hydrological 
survey 

One visit lasting 
up to 0.5 day. 
 
Per parcel 
number 

March 
onwards 

Survey of ditches and other 
watercourses to inform the 
hydrological, flood risk and 
Water Framework Directive 
assessments 

Walkover survey using visual 
inspection to observe and record 
the baseline hydrological 
environment.  Results to be 
recorded as field notes and 
photographs. 

2 surveyors accessing the land 
on foot but with access off the 
highway for the parking of one 
motor car. 
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Parcel 
Number 

Survey Type Duration Days Provisional 
Dates 

Activities Survey Methodology 
Description 

Surveyors 

5 Historic 
environment/ 
archaeological 
survey 

One visit lasting 
up to 0.5 day. 
 
Per parcel 
number 

March 
onwards 

Survey of land to identify and 
record any potential historical 
features. 

Walkover survey using visual 
inspection to observe and record 
the baseline historic environment.  
Results to be recorded as field 
notes and photographs. 

1 surveyor accessing the land 
on foot but with access off the 
highway for the parking of one 
motor car. 

5 Topographic 
survey to 
facilitate design 
of overhead line 
to required 
design standards.  

Up to three 
visits. Each visit 
lasting up to 0.5 
day. 
 
Per parcel 
number 

March 
onwards 

Topographic corridor survey of 
grid connection corridor using 
theodolite and GPS for design 
purposes and to inform the 
Environmental Impact 
Assessment. 

Foot survey using theodolite and 
GPS to take measurements and 
acquire topographic survey detail 
along grid connection corridor. 

Up to 4 survey personnel 
accessing the land on foot with 
access off the highway for the 
parking of up to two road going 
vehicles. 

5 Walkover to 
assess suitability 
of land and 
construction 
methodology for 
grid connection 

Up to three 
visits. Each visit 
lasting up to 0.5 
day. 
 
Per parcel 
number 

March 
onwards 

Walkover survey of grid 
connection corridor for 
construction methodology 
purposes and to inform the 
Environmental Impact 
Assessment. 

Walkover and photographic 
survey. 

Up to 4 survey personnel 
accessing the land on foot with 
access off the highway for the 
parking of up to two road going 
vehicles. 

 




